












	 With the spring and sum-
mer growing season upon us, this 
is a great time to take a close look 
at...and perhaps reevaluate...your 
lawn care practices.  Start with for-
getting about that old “one inch a 
week” advice!  Only water your 
lawn when it actually needs 
it!  If you step on the grass and it 
doesn’t spring back, it is time for 
some water.
	 Odds are that your lawn 
needs a whole lot less water than 
you give it. In fact, healthy, prop-
erly irrigated lawns rarely require 
watering (either rain OR irrigation) 
more than once a week during the 
summer months (unless there is an 
extended dry spell). Landscape ir-
rigation can account for more than 
50% of all the water used in Texas 
during the summer -- and about 
half of that water is wasted due to 
over-watering or runoff.
	 We’ve all seen the auto-
matic sprinkler systems running 
in the middle of a downpour or 
water streaming down the drive-
way from an already saturated 
lawn.  These are classic examples 
of wasteful watering practices.  
	 Here are some water-
sparing tips to help you sustain a 
healthy, attractive lawn:
   You are your irrigation sys-
tem’s most important “controller”. 
The system’s mechanical control-
ler settings need to be routinely 
evaluated and modified for weath-
er conditions and performance. 
Don’t just set it and forget it!  If 
the system doesn’t have one, add 
a rain sensor to avoid excessive 
and unnecessary watering, and 
it will save you money on your 
water bill!
  Set irrigation system timers to 

complete watering cycles in the 
early morning hours (3-5 a.m.) for 
maximum effectiveness.  Much of 
the water will evaporate before it 
ever reaches your lawn or plants/
flower beds if you water in the heat 
of the day.
  If you are looking into a more 
effective, cost-efficient irrigation 
system than you currently have, 
consider low output sprinkler 
heads, bubblers, or drip irrigation 
systems.  Make sure you work with 
an experienced, licensed profes-
sional, well-versed in designing 
and installing the system that will 
work best for your unique yard.  
	 Professional ir rigators 
must be licensed by the Texas 
Commission on Environmental 
Quality (TCEQ) and must show 
you their license number.  Ask for 
it to ensure you're working with a 
qualified specialist.
  Don't cut your grass too short.  
Mowing grass at the proper height 
(three inches for St. Augustine and 
one inch for Bermuda) decreases 

the need for watering.  Cutting 
grass any lower can cut into the 
stem and cause it to lose its abil-
ity to photosynthesize - making it 
more susceptible to disease and 
insect problems.

Consider Organic 
Alternatives

	 The benefits of using or-
ganic mulches -- such as pine 
needles, pine bark, straw, leaves, 
wood shavings, compost or saw-
dust -- to help your yard reach its 
full potential can’t be overstated.  
Organic mulches reduce soil 
temperature, conserve moisture, 
and control weeds that compete 
with desirable plants for a drink.  
Two inches of mulch used around 
plants twice a year will allow your 
plants and flowers to thrive.
	 When fertilizing, consider 
using an organic fertilizer.  Syn-
thetic fertilizers can kill off benefi-
cial organisms in the soil, resulting 
in more insect, disease and weed 
problems, while organic fertilizers 
allow the good microorganisms 
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to grow stronger. Synthetic fertil-
izers can pollute our streams and 
other waterways and can also be a 
potential danger to ourselves, our 
pets and ironically, to our plants.  
	 Another important thing 
to understand about fertilizers -- 
synthetic and otherwise -- is that 
they make the lawn “thirsty.” The 
more the grass is “fed”, the more 
it grows, and the more frequently 
it will need watering.

WATER LESS...
Continued from page 7

	 Finding out what supple-
ments your lawn might need is 
extremely valuable information. 
Consider sending a soil sample to 
the Texas A&M Soil Science Lab 
to discover if your soil has any 
deficiencies, and to learn what 
nutrients are needed to bring it 
back into balance.  
	 And, as always, when 
purchasing new plants, consider 
native, drought-tolerant variet-
ies… they’ll require less work and 
less water...and they will still thrive 
during dry spells. 
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website --  
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sign up for periodic 
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as a valuable “insurance policy” 
for the Authority, Silva added.
	 Silva said Kingsbridge 
MUD and Fort Bend County 
MUD 2 are closest to the Houston 
connection point and will be the 
first districts supplied with water 
later this year or early in the next. 
Lateral lines to those districts were 
scheduled to be advertised for bid 
in May. 
	 The tight economy is actu-
ally expected to help the multi-
million-dollar project overall, with 

multiple bidders on construction 
projects ensuring a more cost-
effective bottom line, Silva said.
	 Financing for the massive 
project comes from $142 million 
in bonds already authorized by 
the Authority. Another bond sale 
is planned for later this year.
	 Water customers are pay-
ing for the new system via special 
pumpage fees based on each  
individual water district’s con-
sumption. 

The water we conserve today  
can serve us tomorrow!


