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About North Fort Bend Water Authority
The North Fort Bend Water Authority (NFBWA) is a regional 
water authority created in 2005 to, among other purposes, 
facilitate compliance with the Fort Bend Subsidence (FBSD) 
groundwater reduction and conversion requirements.

The NFBWA’s mission is to: 
Provide. Conserve. Educate.

• Provide a plentiful supply of clean water from 
multiple sources for our families now and in the 
future.

• Conserve our groundwater and surface water 
supplies to provide for tomorrow’s water needs.

• Educate people on the value of water, where 
our water comes from, and the importance of 
protecting this vital resource.

For more information regarding the NFBWA, its 
purpose, and its ongoing capital improvement 
projects, please visit www.nfbwa.com. For more 
information on the FBSD, its regulations, and the 
steps it is taking to combat subsidence, please visit 
www.fortbendsubsidence.org.
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Q: My neighbor has a new smart irrigation 
controller and now I want one, too. Can 
you help me out?
A: Yes! Making me smarter is good for 
everyone. Smart controllers can save 
water and time spent programming your 
controller every month. 

If you make a NFBWA approved upgrade 
to your irrigation system, you may qualify 
for a rebate of up to 50% of the cost.  Please 
visit TalkingSprinkler.com/Toolbox to 
see if your Municipal Utility District or city 
participates in the Larry’s Toolbox Resident 
Irrigation System Upgrade Initiative.

Are you looking for more information on the NFBWA’s conservation initiatives? Check 
out our Facebook (facebook.com/LarryTheTalkingSprinkler) for watering advice, 
ways to save water, and native plant information.
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Part of our continuing series showing how water gets to your home

As the NFBWA continues the transition from 
groundwater (water from sources such as aquifers) to 
surface water (sources such as rivers and lakes), the 

NFBWA is looking to the future to ensure the area’s growing 
population has the water it needs now and for tomorrow.

Why surface water?
Historically, our area has obtained water from underground 
sources such as aquifers by drilling water wells. Over time 
we have removed more water from these aquifers than 
nature can replace, creating empty space below the ground’s 
surface. This empty space, in turn, leads to land subsidence, 
which can increase flooding. Switching from groundwater to 
surface water allows aquifers the necessary time to recharge, 
slows down or eliminates subsidence, and provides a 
sustainable solution to our increasing water demand.

The Northeast Water Purification Plant
The NFBWA is participating in the Luce Bayou Interbasin 
Transfer Project which will move 500 million gallons of 
surface water from the Trinity River to Lake Houston for 
treatment. The Northeast Water Purification Plant is currently 
an 80 million gallon per day surface water treatment plant 
located near the southwest corner of Lake Houston. The 
NFBWA, along with three other water authorities and the 
City of Houston, will expand this plant to treat at least an 
additional 320 million gallons per day. This is the largest 
design-build water treatment project currently underway in 
the United States.

For more information on the Luce Bayou Interbasin Transfer 
Project, please refer to the NFBWA Spring 2017 newsletter
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Future Luce Bayou Interbasin Transfer Project
Transfers Trinity River Water to Lake Houston
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Source: Lake Houston Surface Water
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Winterize Your Irrigation System
In the winter months, it is important to understand 
what your plants and irrigation system need when it 
gets cold outside. Many people worry that landscapes 
still need additional water besides rainfall during this 
time. However, warm season deciduous plants and 
turfgrass typically go into dormancy, or “sleep,” when soil 
temperatures range from 64-69 degrees. By winterizing 
an irrigation system, homeowners:

 C Reduce the probability of bursting pipes under 
prolonged freezing temperatures.

 C Protect the irrigation backflow prevention device 
from rupturing.

 C Assist in protecting plants from diseases and fungi 
that favor cooler temperatures and wet conditions.

 C Reduce water use because plants generally 
do not need irrigation unless an unusually warm 
winter occurs.

To winterize your irrigation system for a typical Houston-
area winter, follow these steps:

1. Backflow Prevention Device- Turn the valves to the 
off position and open test cocks to release pressure.

2. Mainline- Turn on the irrigation controller zones to 
release remaining pressure.

3. Controller- Turn the irrigation controller dial to the 
“OFF” position.  

4. Insulation- Insulate all above ground pipes, valves, 
and the backflow prevention device with foam 
insulating tubes and/or tape.


